
Essay‌‌topic:‌‌How‌‌are‌‌you‌‌inspired‌‌by‌‌Batswana‌‌women‌‌in‌‌political‌‌leadership‌‌roles‌‌and‌‌                           
the‌ ‌importance‌ ‌of‌ ‌gender‌ ‌parity‌ ‌in‌ ‌government?‌ ‌ 

‌ 

What‌ ‌if‌ ‌Eve‌ ‌was‌ ‌the‌ ‌first‌ ‌person‌ ‌on‌ ‌Earth?‌ ‌What‌ ‌if‌ ‌man‌ ‌was‌ ‌made‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌rib‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌‌                                     
woman?‌‌What‌‌if‌‌the‌‌first‌‌ever‌‌evolution‌‌was‌‌that‌‌of‌‌a‌‌woman?‌‌These‌‌questions‌‌are‌‌not‌‌aimed‌‌                                 
at‌ ‌angering‌ ‌the‌ ‌Christians‌ ‌or‌ ‌the‌ ‌evolutionists,‌ ‌but‌ ‌rather‌ ‌to‌ ‌make‌ ‌us‌ ‌think‌ ‌about‌ ‌whether‌‌                             
women‌ ‌would‌ ‌be‌ ‌held‌ ‌at‌ ‌a‌ ‌higher‌ ‌state‌‌than‌‌men‌‌had‌‌these‌‌took‌‌place.‌‌Modern‌‌day‌‌history‌                                 
has‌‌erased‌‌women‌‌who‌‌were‌‌part‌‌of‌‌crafting‌‌the‌‌world‌‌we‌‌live‌‌in‌‌into‌‌what‌‌it‌‌is‌‌today‌‌and‌‌so‌‌                                       
leaving‌ ‌young‌ ‌girls‌‌who‌‌dream‌‌of‌‌changing‌‌lives‌‌and‌‌the‌‌world‌‌with‌‌little‌‌to‌‌no‌‌inspiration.‌‌                               
The‌‌world‌‌we‌‌live‌‌in‌‌focuses‌‌so‌‌much‌‌on‌‌nurturing‌‌men‌‌to‌‌be‌‌the‌‌best‌‌version‌‌of‌‌themselves,‌‌                                   
but‌ ‌who‌ ‌nurtures‌ ‌women‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌the‌ ‌best‌ ‌version‌ ‌of‌ ‌themselves?‌ ‌ 

Botswana‌‌has‌‌had‌‌its‌‌fair‌‌share‌‌of‌‌great‌‌women‌‌in‌‌politics.‌‌Women‌‌who‌‌have‌‌not‌‌been‌‌afraid‌‌                                 
of‌‌being‌‌firsts‌‌at‌‌somethings‌‌and‌‌succeeding‌‌at‌‌them.‌‌Therefore,‌‌proving‌‌to‌‌young‌‌Botswana‌‌                           
ladies‌ ‌like‌ ‌myself‌ ‌that‌ ‌just‌ ‌because‌ ‌something‌ ‌has‌ ‌never‌ ‌been‌ ‌done‌ ‌it‌ ‌does‌ ‌not‌ ‌make‌ ‌it‌‌                               
impossible.‌‌These‌‌women‌‌include‌‌the‌‌likes‌‌of‌‌Dr‌‌Gaositwe.‌‌T‌‌Chiepe‌‌also‌‌popularly‌‌known‌‌                           
as‌‌‘the‌‌woman‌‌of‌‌many‌‌firsts,’‌‌who‌‌was‌‌the‌‌first‌‌female‌‌member‌‌of‌‌the‌‌Botswana‌‌parliament,‌‌                               
the‌ ‌first‌‌female‌‌educational‌‌officer‌‌and‌‌the‌‌first‌‌female‌‌to‌‌be‌‌awarded‌‌a‌‌postgraduate‌‌degree‌‌                             
in‌ ‌the‌ ‌country,‌ ‌just‌ ‌to‌ ‌name‌ ‌a‌ ‌few.‌‌ ‌  

There‌ ‌have‌ ‌also‌ ‌been‌ ‌females‌‌who‌‌have‌‌proved‌‌that‌‌knowledge‌‌indeed‌‌does‌‌not‌‌lie‌‌on‌‌grey‌‌                               
hair.‌ ‌That‌ ‌one‌ ‌can‌ ‌be‌ ‌the‌ ‌youngest‌‌in‌‌the‌‌room‌‌and‌‌have‌‌the‌‌loudest,‌‌most‌‌impactful‌‌voice.‌‌                                 
Such‌‌women‌‌have‌‌been‌‌the‌‌youngest‌‌at‌‌big‌‌tables‌‌and‌‌have‌‌landed‌‌their‌‌voices‌‌in‌‌important‌‌                               
issues‌ ‌and‌ ‌influenced‌ ‌the‌ ‌most‌ ‌beneficial‌ ‌policies‌ ‌for‌ ‌Batswana.‌ ‌These‌ ‌women‌ ‌include‌ ‌the‌‌                         
likes‌‌of‌‌Bogolo‌‌Kenewendo‌‌who‌‌was‌‌the‌‌youngest‌‌member‌‌of‌‌the‌‌eleventh‌‌parliament‌‌and‌‌all‌‌                             
others‌ ‌before‌ ‌it.‌ ‌Kenewendo‌ ‌became‌ ‌one‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌‌few‌‌women‌‌politicians‌‌in‌‌Botswana‌‌to‌‌talk‌‌                             
about‌ ‌women‌ ‌and‌ ‌children’s‌ ‌rights‌ ‌at‌ ‌a‌ ‌national‌ ‌stage,‌ ‌as‌ ‌well‌ ‌as‌ ‌inclusivity‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌digital‌‌                               
world.‌ ‌ 

We‌ ‌have‌ ‌women‌ ‌who‌‌have‌‌also‌‌inspired‌‌us‌‌to‌‌persevere‌‌through‌‌anything‌‌for‌‌the‌‌benefit‌‌of‌‌                               
the‌ ‌majority.‌ ‌Women‌ ‌who‌ ‌have‌ ‌pushed‌ ‌for‌ ‌policies‌ ‌that‌ ‌would‌ ‌benefit‌ ‌the‌ ‌country‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌‌                             
implemented‌ ‌successfully.‌ ‌These‌ ‌women‌ ‌include‌ ‌the‌ ‌likes‌ ‌of‌ ‌Joy‌ ‌Phumaphi‌ ‌who‌ ‌was‌ ‌the‌‌                         
minister‌ ‌of‌ ‌health‌‌in‌‌1999,‌‌a‌‌time‌‌when‌‌the‌‌country‌‌was‌‌amid‌‌the‌‌AIDS‌‌crisis.‌‌It‌‌is‌‌through‌‌                                   
her‌ ‌grit‌ ‌that‌ ‌Botswana‌ ‌became‌ ‌the‌ ‌first‌ ‌African‌ ‌nation‌ ‌to‌ ‌launch‌ ‌a‌ ‌free‌ ‌comprehensive‌‌                           
national‌ ‌HIV‌ ‌treatment‌ ‌program.‌‌ ‌  

Gender‌ ‌parity‌ ‌is‌ ‌about‌ ‌the‌ ‌proportional‌ ‌representation‌ ‌of‌ ‌men‌‌and‌‌women‌‌in‌‌a‌‌given‌‌group‌‌                             
which‌‌in‌‌the‌‌case‌‌is‌‌a‌‌government.‌‌Most‌‌governments‌‌have‌‌more‌‌men‌‌than‌‌women‌‌and‌‌so‌‌to‌‌                                 
achieve‌ ‌gender‌ ‌parity‌ ‌in‌ ‌governments‌ ‌there‌ ‌would‌ ‌have‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌an‌‌increase‌‌in‌‌the‌‌number‌‌of‌‌                               
women‌ ‌in‌ ‌government.‌ ‌Gender‌ ‌parity‌ ‌is‌ ‌important‌ ‌as‌ ‌it‌ ‌leads‌ ‌to‌ ‌a‌ ‌more‌ ‌nurturing‌ ‌society.‌‌                             
Women‌ ‌are‌ ‌usually‌ ‌characterized‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌nurturing‌ ‌and‌ ‌so‌ ‌more‌ ‌inclusivity‌ ‌of‌ ‌women‌ ‌in‌‌                           
governments‌ ‌has‌ ‌seen‌ ‌governments‌ ‌engaging‌ ‌on‌ ‌issues‌ ‌of‌ ‌mental‌‌health‌‌awareness,‌‌a‌‌more‌‌                         
inclusive‌ ‌education‌ ‌system‌ ‌and‌ ‌more.‌ ‌ 

Also,‌ ‌gender‌ ‌parity‌ ‌leads‌ ‌to‌ ‌more‌ ‌efficient‌ ‌and‌ ‌productive‌ ‌governments.‌ ‌This‌ ‌is‌ ‌because‌‌                         
studies‌‌have‌‌proved‌‌women‌‌seem‌‌to‌‌complete‌‌more‌‌work‌‌than‌‌men‌‌in‌‌a‌‌given‌‌time.‌‌As‌‌such‌‌                                 
increasing‌ ‌the‌ ‌number‌ ‌of‌ ‌women‌‌in‌‌governments‌‌will‌‌lead‌‌to‌‌governments‌‌being‌‌able‌‌to‌‌do‌‌                             
more‌‌in‌‌dealing‌‌with‌‌the‌‌issues‌‌in‌‌their‌‌country‌‌and‌‌resolving‌‌more‌‌in‌‌a‌‌short‌‌period‌‌of‌‌time.‌‌                                   



Governments‌‌with‌‌more‌‌women‌‌have‌‌also‌‌proved‌‌to‌‌be‌‌a‌‌lot‌‌healthier.‌‌This‌‌is‌‌due‌‌to‌‌women‌‌                                 
being‌ ‌more‌ ‌empathetic‌ ‌than‌ ‌men‌ ‌and‌ ‌as‌ ‌such‌ ‌developing‌ ‌health‌ ‌policies‌ ‌that‌ ‌will‌ ‌lead‌ ‌to‌‌                             
healthier‌‌societies.‌‌This‌‌can‌‌be‌‌proved‌‌by‌‌the‌‌work‌‌of‌‌Joy‌‌Phumaphi‌‌who‌‌despite‌‌opposition‌‌                             
made‌ ‌sure‌ ‌that‌ ‌HIV‌ ‌treatment‌ ‌is‌ ‌free‌ ‌to‌ ‌all‌ ‌in‌ ‌Botswana.‌ ‌ 

Lastly,‌ ‌gender‌ ‌parity‌ ‌in‌ ‌governments‌‌leads‌‌to‌‌economic‌‌prosperity.‌‌Studies‌‌have‌‌shown‌‌that‌‌                         
improvements‌ ‌in‌ ‌gender‌ ‌equality‌ ‌will‌ ‌lead‌ ‌to‌ ‌an‌‌increase‌‌in‌‌the‌‌Gross‌‌Domestic‌‌Product‌‌of‌‌                             
both‌‌developed‌‌and‌‌developing‌‌countries.‌‌Gender‌‌equality‌‌leads‌‌to‌‌the‌‌elimination‌‌of‌‌barriers‌‌                         
that‌‌prevent‌‌minority‌‌groups‌‌such‌‌as‌‌women‌‌from‌‌entering‌‌certain‌‌sectors‌‌and‌‌thus‌‌improving‌‌                           
productivity.‌‌Gender‌‌equality‌‌also‌‌helps‌‌exploit‌‌the‌‌full‌‌productive‌‌potential‌‌of‌‌the‌‌labor‌‌force‌‌                           
which‌‌helps‌‌in‌‌sustainable‌‌demographic‌‌development‌‌and‌‌an‌‌increase‌‌in‌‌net‌‌contributions‌‌to‌                         
fiscal‌ ‌systems‌ ‌that‌ ‌lead‌ ‌to‌ ‌financial‌ ‌gains‌ ‌to‌ ‌states.‌ ‌ 

If‌ ‌history‌‌could‌‌be‌‌re-constructed‌‌to‌‌show‌‌the‌‌contribution‌‌that‌‌women‌‌had‌‌into‌‌building‌‌all‌‌                             
that‌ ‌the‌ ‌world‌ ‌is‌ ‌now,‌ ‌then‌ ‌maybe‌ ‌the‌ ‌world‌ ‌will‌ ‌begin‌ ‌to‌ ‌appreciate‌ ‌the‌ ‌need‌ ‌for‌ ‌gender‌‌                                 
parity.‌ ‌Only‌ ‌then‌ ‌can‌ ‌the‌ ‌world‌ ‌truly‌‌build‌‌and‌‌nurture‌‌a‌‌woman‌‌to‌‌be‌‌the‌‌best‌‌she‌‌can‌‌and‌‌                                     
fully‌ ‌benefit‌ ‌from‌ ‌her‌ ‌reaching‌ ‌her‌ ‌full‌ ‌potential.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 


